
Our faculty members organized medical courses on various 
topics in Somaliland from 20 to 28 December 2019 as per the 
collaboration protocol between Istanbul Medeniyet University and 
Hargeisa University in the capital of Somaliland that has been in 
effect since 2018. In addition to the assistant trainings and Emer-
gency Medicine and Trauma Course provided by Istanbul 
Medeniyet University Africa Health Studies Research Center 
(MASAM), our faculty members also carried out patient opera-
tions and physical examinations.
  
All education systems and chiefly medical education in the 
country were adversely affected by civil wars and the participants 
of the trainings and meetings declared that the people in the 
region have embraced the training program provided with the 
support of our University and want it to continue.

As a unit of Istanbul Medeniyet University, MASAM continues to 
deliver various theoretical and practical courses in surgery and 
medicine in Uganda, Sudan, Somali, and Somaliland and to 
develop new trainings for African Continent. More than 80 people 
participated in the Center’s trainings including assistant doctors, 
assistants, medical students, and nurses. During and after the 
training sessions, our team of surgeons worked 24/7 to carry out 
advanced surgical operations on the patients who needed them. 
The team members who delivered the courses and carried out 
surgical operations in Somaliland consist of faculty members of 
İstanbul Medeniyet University including Prof. Dr. Orhan Alimoğlu 
of the Department of General Surgery, Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Fahri Ovalı 
of Pediatrics Department, Asst. Prof. Kurtuluş Açıksarı of Emer-
gency Medicine Department, Asst. Prof. Mustafa Adem Tatlısu of 
Cardiology Department, and Res. Asst. Dr. Nuray Çolapkulu of 
Emergency Medicine Department, as well as Prof. Dr. Doğaç 
Niyazi Özüçelik of Istanbul University-Cerrahpaşa Faculty of 
Health Sciences Social Services Department, and Obstetrician 
and Gynecologist Op. Dr. Sema Ovalı.

SOMALILAND HEALTH SYSTEM TOUCHED BY IMU AFRICA HEALTH STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER

During their stay in Somaliland, the team of our faculty members 
also held meetings with President of Somaliland Musa Bihi Abdi, 
Somaliland Health Minister and Turkish Consul to Somaliland, as 
well as the rectors and deans of medicine faculties of Amoud, 
Hargeisa, Gollis and Franz Fanon Universities. 

https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/news/somaliland-health-system-touched-by-imu-africa-health-studies-research-center


As part of the TÜBİTAK-supported 
scientific research project coordinated by 
Assoc. Prof. Sevda Avcı of our Faculty of 
Engineering and Natural Sciences, the 
project team developed and patented a 
method that extends the life span of 
lithium-ion batteries. These batteries 
currently are used in many areas and 
constitutes a significant element in the 
national automobile project.

The professors have prolonged the life span of lithium-ion batteries by 
using various scientific techniques. The scientists’ work has been 
certified by the patent "Production method for high capacity li-ion and 
na-ion batteries with a long life span and the cathode material used in 
these batteries" received from the Turkish Standards Institute.

We congratulate Assoc. Prof. Sevda Avcı and wish her continued 
success. 

WE CONTRIBUTE TO THE INVENTION THAT EXTENDS 
LIFE SPAN OF LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES!

RoboDragos team consisting of 
the students of our Department 
of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering is joining SUAS 2020 
competition on Unmanned Aerial 
Systems which has been 
organized annually by the Associ-
ation for Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI) 
since 2002. Our students were 
selected with a total of 78 leading 
universities around the world for 
the competition as one of the six 
Turkish teams.

The competition will be held on 17-20 June 2020 at Patuxent River Naval 
Air Station (NAS) in St. Mary’s County, Maryland in Washington DC, USA 
and will cover tasks such as designing, integrating, reporting on, and 
demonstrating a UAS capable of autonomous flight and navigation, 
remote sensing via onboard payload sensors, autonomous flight, 
obstacle avoidance, object detection, classification and localization, air 
drop.  

We congratulate our students and wish them success in the competi-
tion.

GREAT SUCCESS OF OUR STUDENTS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC 
ENGINEERING

The “Ottoman, Our Common Heritage” project coordinated by Fettah 
Efendi Education and Thought Association in cooperation with the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) has been 
underway for a year in North Macedonia with the support of Istanbul 
Medeniyet University. The “Panel on Ottoman Studies in North Macedo-
nia” was held on 10-11 January 2020 as part of the project closing 
activities.

The first day of the project closing event in Skopje on January 10 started 
with the seminar by Rector Prof. Dr. Gülfettin Çelik titled “The Tenets of 
Formation and Transformation of Ottoman Social System”. On the other 
hand, Secretary General Assoc. Prof. Faruk Bal took part in the introduc-
tion panel for “State and Economy in the Ottoman Empire”, the book 
authored by Ottoman economic historian Mehmet Genç and recently 
translated into Albanian.

On the second day of the project closing events, representatives of the 
project organizers and supporters delivered their opening speeches. The 
closing ceremony started with a speech by Sevba Abdula, President of 
Fettah Efendi Education and Thought Association. In the Panel on 
Ottoman Studies in North Macedonia, Secretary General Assoc. Prof. 
Faruk Bal made a presentation on ‘An Overall Assessment of the 
Research on Ottoman Social and Economic History in Turkey’. The 
seminar ended with certificate presentation to our University and other 
institutions that contributed to the project.

During his visit to Skopje, Rector Prof. Dr. Gülfettin Çelik also had a 
meeting with Prof. Dr. Şener Bilal, Vice Rector of International Balkan 
University, on the possibilities for collaboration between the universities.

OUR RECTOR ATTENDS THE “PANEL ON OTTOMAN 
STUDIES IN NORTH MACEDONIA”

https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/news/our-rector-attends-the-panel-on-ottoman-studies-in-north-macedonia
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/news/we-contribute-to-the-invention-that-extends-life-span-of-lithium-ion-batteries
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/news/great-success-of-our-students-of-the-department-of-electrical-and-electronic-engineering


The project “Improving 
Techno-Entrepreneurship in 
Youth from Low-Income Families” 
has been accepted for the 1st 
project call period of the Turkish 
Ministry of Youth and Sports. The 
project’s corporate coordination 
is assumed by our Young Future 
Student Club and academic 
coordinator is Assoc. Prof. Bilal 
Çankır of the Management 
Department at the Faculty of 
Political Sciences. The project aims to improve the techno-entrepreneur-
ship levels in youth from low-income families. To this end, young individu-
als will be provided training on the fundamentals of entrepreneurship, 
techno-entrepreneurship, developing a business culture, drafting 
business plans, finance, effective presentation techniques, networking, 
strategical management and marketing.

The courses will be given at weekends in the training center of Sancakte-
pe Municipality. The training and mentoring processes will take about 16 
weeks and an event will be organized with experts to present the 
resulting project ideas. At the end of the project, it is planned to take 
successful young individuals to a trip to the Silicon Valley in the US, to 
realize project ideas through the help of investors, and to publish and 
academic book.

You can obtain detailed information on Techno-Entrepreneurship School 
via 0216 621 10 47 and the application deadline is 09 February 2020. 

TECHNO-ENTREPRENEURSHIP SCHOOL STARTS!

The breakfast event organized by our General Secretariat for our admin-
istrative staff was held in the morning of January the 6th, Monday in 
South Campus Dining Hall with wide attendance of the staff members.

In his short speech delivered at the end of the event, Secretary General 
Assoc. Prof. Faruk Bal highlighted the special place of educational 
institutions among all public institutions and hence the tremendous 
responsibility we have. The Secretary General then introduced our new 
members of staff who joined our ranks in 2019 and thanked all staff 
members for their efforts and contributions to our University.

Our Secretary General met our security staff members on January 14 
and attendant staff members on January 17 for breakfast. 

Medeniyet Family Meets at a Breakfast Event
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